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The European Drinking Water Directive —
New rules for products and components that come into
contact with drinking water from 2027

Introduction: Why is this relevant?

From January 1, 2027, new rules will apply in Europe for products that come into contact with
drinking water. Products within the meaning of the Drinking Water Directive are defined as
individual components, parts, and products composed of these. These changes affect
manufacturers, retailers, and installers alike, as they have implications for product approval,
labeling, and installation.

Important:

The new EU requirements for certification and labeling will not automatically apply to all
products from January 1, 2027. Whether a product is affected depends on whether a valid
national hygiene conformity certificate is available for the product in question by December 31,
2026.

o If a national certificate is available:
The product can continue to be used/sold on the German market until the end of 2032 under
the EU transitional arrangement or, if the requirements are met in the respective national
state, without an EU certificate and without an EU label.

¢ If no national confirmation is available:
From January 1, 2027, an EU certificate and the EU label will be mandatory for all affected
products. The product can then be sold throughout the EU market.
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1. What regulations apply?
The European Drinking Water Directive

The European Drinking Water Directive (DWD) specifies the requirements for the quality of
water intended for human consumption in all EU member states. Its aim is to protect consumers'
health from the adverse effects of contamination and to ensure high drinking water quality.
Against this background, the Directive minimum requirements sets for the hygienic suitability of
the used materials. It also defines specifications for the certification and labeling of products.

The DWD is implemented by six specific legal acts that will apply from January 1, 2027. Among
other things, they regulate the permissible starting substances and materials based on the
positive lists of materials compiled by the European Chemicals Agency (ECHA). The directive
also contains binding deadlines and requirements for materials and labeling.

Binding deadlines and requirements for materials and labeling

Date What applies?
Until December 31, Products for which a national™ hygiene conformity
2026 certificate has been issued by December 31, 2026, may

be used/sold without an EU certificate and without
an EU label until the end of the transition period
(December 2032).

Source: Delegated EU Regulation (EU) 2024/370:
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-
content/DE/TXT/?uri=0J%3AL 202400370

From January 1, 2027 For all products that do not have national hygiene
conformity certification by December 31, 2026, EU
certification and the EU label are mandatory.

December 30, 2032 End of transition period for products that have received
national certification"by December 31, 2026.
December 31, 2032 ALL products in contact with drinking water require EU

certification & EU label.
M The requirements of the respective EU member states
must be taken into account.



https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/DE/TXT/?uri=OJ%3AL_202400370
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/DE/TXT/?uri=OJ%3AL_202400370
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/DE/TXT/?uri=OJ%3AL_202400370
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Relationship between the EU Drinking Water Directive and the German Drinking Water
Ordinance

Article 11 of the European Drinking Water Directive specifies the minimum European
requirements for materials and substances that come into contact with drinking water. The
German Drinking Water Ordinance regulates its implementation at national level. Although the
DWD and the German Drinking Water Ordinance are directly related, there are differences:

e One important difference concerns the lead limit: In Germany, the permissible value in
drinking water will be reduced from the current 10 ug/L to 5 pg/L on January 12, 2028.
From this date onwards, products that do not comply with this value may no longer be used
in construction.

¢ In addition, the national positive lists of the Federal Environment Agency (UBA) for
metallic and organic materials continue to apply in Germany. These lists will be continued
until the end of 2026 and also include recently re-evaluated alloys.

The ECHA's EU positive list (EU-PL) is current as of June 30, 2021, and may be
supplemented from 2027 onwards. This means that new materials can only be submitted for
inclusion in the EU list from January 1, 2027, when the DWD comes into force. From 2027, the
EU positive list will only be mandatory for products for which no national hygiene conformity
confirmation is available before December 31, 2026.

2. The new rules at a glance — what you need to know

Deadline January 1, 2027 — what will change? | Certificate and labeling
Newly marketed products

From January 1, 2027, products will require

an EU certificate and the EU label if no

national hygiene conformity confirmation for these products by December 31, 2026.

The EU label (symbol: water tap with a glass of water and 12 stars) will then allow a product to
be placed on the market in all EU member states without additional national requirements.



VDM/\ ADVANCING EUROPE’S MACHINERY INDUSTRY

Existing products

Products that have received national hygiene conformity certification by December 31, 2026, do
not require an EU certificate or EU label. This means that, depending on the term of their
certification, they may continue to be used until the end of the transition period on December
31, 2032, subject to national regulations.

The following are considered national hygiene conformity certificates in Germany:

o Certificate from an independent third party (e.g. DVGW CERT or KIWA)

o Self-declaration by the manufacturer based on test reports, including proof of drinking water
hygiene safety

The consequences of this regulation are:

e From January 1, 2027, until December 31, 2032 (DWD transition period), products may be
installed that either

o have an EU certificate and EU label or
o have a national hygiene conformity certificate.

e This means that the EU label will NOT be mandatory for ALL products from January 1,
2027.

Deadline January 1, 2027 — what will change? | Installation in Germany

Products without national hygiene conformity certification as of December 31, 2026:

The following applies to all products that are placed on the market for the first time from January
1, 2027and do not have national hygiene conformity certification by December 31, 2026:

e They require an EU certificate and EU label.
o They must be made of materials that are on the EU positive list.

Note on lead content:

The metal materials on the EU positive list ensure that the maximum limit of 5 pg/L lead at the
point of withdrawal can be complied with. This EU regulation applies throughout Europe; the
reduced lead limit of 5 ug/L will be mandatory in Germany from January 12, 2028.
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Products and components with national certification (special regulation for Germany)

The following transitional rules apply to products that have received national hygiene
conformity certification by December 31, 2026:

Date What applies?

Until January Products made of lead-containing alloys may continue to be

11, 2028: installed in Germany, provided they comply with the UBA
positive list of metals valid at that time.

From January Only products that comply with the reduced lead limit of 5 ug/L

12, 2028: may be installed. that comply with the reduced lead limit of 5

Mg/L and whose materials are on the UBA positive list of
metals valid at that time or on the EU positive list.

From January 1,

2033:

In Germany and Europe, only products and components that
are made of materials on the EU positive list
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Installation of stock products and spare parts in Germany

The regulations on lead emissions in Germany also apply to spare parts and stock items.

Date What applies?
:J:tg;;lguary Spare parts and products may be installed as before .

Products may only be installed if they are made of materials
that are on the UBA positive list of metals valid at that time

Exception: Replacement components for which no
confirmation is available in accordance with the valid UBA
assessment criteria may be used if replacing the entire
device or larger parts of the system would be
disproportionate (undue hardship). Prerequisite: the quality
of the drinking water is not impaired and there are no

From January 12, indications of problems to date.

2028
This also applies explicitly to replacement parts made of
lead-containing copper alloys, which will no longer be
considered suitable for drinking water hygiene as of January
12, 2028, and which have been marked accordingly in the
positive list of metal materials suitable for drinking water
hygiene in the 5th amendment to the assessment basis for
metal materials in contact with drinking water (Source: UBA
FAQs on testing and certification practice, question/answer
A9 — see appendix below)

Consequences:

e Spare parts and stock products with old limit values can still be sold, but after January
12, 2028, they may only be installed in contact with drinking water under certain
conditions.

e Companies should check and clear their inventories in good time to avoid
subsequent installation bans or restrictions.
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3. Manufacturers as guarantors of product quality and drinking water hygiene

The brand manufacturers represented in the VDMA are familiar with the German and
European requirements for materials in contact with drinking water and the relevant
deadlines. The switch to low-lead materials has already taken place or is currently
underway.

Manufacturers actively ensure compliance with the requirements: they confirm the
conformity of their products through hygiene certificates or self-declarations based on the
assessment criteria of the Federal Environment Agency and test reports from independent
bodies.
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Appendix: Links

EU Drinking Water Directive
Directive - 2020/2184 - EN - EUR-Lex

Implementing acts for the EU Drinking Water Directive

Delegated requlation - EU - 2024/369 - DE - EUR-Lex | Inclusion of substances in EU positive
lists

Delegated Regulation - EU - 2024/370 - EN - EUR-Lex | Conformity assessment procedures
Delegated Requlation - EU - 2024/371 - EN - EUR-Lex | Product labeling

Implementing Decision - 2024/365 - EN - EUR-Lex | Testing of substances/compositions
Implementing Decision - 2024/368 - EN - EUR-Lex | Tests, methods, and procedures
Implementing Decision - 2024/367 - EN - EUR-Lex | Establishment of European positive lists
(This document contains the current version of the EU positive lists of materials in its annex)

German Drinking Water Ordinance
Drinking Water Ordinance

UBA evaluation criteria including positive lists
UBA evaluation criteria and guidelines

UBA information DWD | Drinking Water Ordinance
UBA-Information: Hygienic requirements for materials and substances in contact with drinking
water - new European regulation

UBA collection of questions
FAQ: Testing and certification practice for products in contact with drinking water:
implementation of the evaluation criteria and the recommendation for attestation of conformity

Frankfurt am Main, 03/06/2026
S. Oberdorfer

Note:

This document serves as background information on the EU Drinking Water Directive and its
implementation in Germany, as well as assistance in assessing whether it applies to a particular
situation. The information is non-binding and does not replace legal assessment. Manufacturers
are responsible for assessing whether the directive applies to their products and for taking
appropriate action.


https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/DE/ALL/?uri=CELEX:32020L2184
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L_202400369
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/DE/TXT/?uri=OJ%3AL_202400370
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/DE/TXT/?uri=OJ%3AL_202400371
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/DE/TXT/?uri=OJ%3AL_202400365
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/DE/TXT/?uri=OJ%3AL_202400368
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/DE/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32024D0367
https://www.bundesgesundheitsministerium.de/en/topics/drinking-water
https://www.umweltbundesamt.de/en/topics/water/drinking-water/distributing-drinking-water/evaluation-criteria-guidelines
https://www.umweltbundesamt.de/en/document/uba-information-hygienic-requirements-for-materials
https://www.umweltbundesamt.de/en/document/uba-information-hygienic-requirements-for-materials
https://www.umweltbundesamt.de/system/files/medien/13195/dokumente/faq_version_10_en_1.pdf
https://www.umweltbundesamt.de/system/files/medien/13195/dokumente/faq_version_10_en_1.pdf
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